Television and news reports function as fundamental tools in order to amplify or restrict public interest. Journalistic discourses are strategic as mediators among the different powers and the civic society, and contribute to maintaining or transforming social practices, especially the narratives of the TV news. This work aims at identifying how television news programs build political dimensions, identities and Latin-American physical and symbolic territories, starting from an analysis covering two events that
INTRODUCTION
A critical reflection on Brazilian and Latin-American contemporary realities requires investigations of media productions and their mediations as social and cultural practices that are identity generators 1 . In that sense it is important to show their representations, especially in the TV news, the information products that carry greater impact contemporaneously, through which TV creates and seeks to give visibility to a collective and everyday experience of the nation (BECKER, 2005) . TV news functions in
Brazil as the only collective expression of representation and construction of the social reality, and reflects and interferes in the expression of the national identities. It has an important place in the building of perceptions in the nation as a daily ritual. TV and the news, in their almost sixty years of existence, have consolidated themselves in Brazil as a symbolic territory, where the different social groups experiment feelings of citizenship and belonging to complex societies. They assume
BRAZIL AND LATIN AMERICA IN THE TELEREALITY FRoM DAVoS To BELÉM:
The journalistic coverage of the Brazilian newscasts BEATRIZ BECKER UFRJ, BRazil a role of maintaining power relations and consequently a social control in the political and cultural agenda of the country. However, they also exert a forefront role as unifying agents of Brazilian society, and offer national references of everyday reality, showing conflicts and making changes viable, although they themselves model those possibilities.
Those discursive actions, although apparently contradictory, endorse and give importance to their own existence, in the fulfillment of their objective action of narrating the main social events of Brazil and of the world and their subjective function of presenting everyday social reality, mediating conflicts and sociocultural differences (BECKER, 2005) .
In the programming grid of the open TV networks, which receive almost 60% of the advertising investments 2 , the television news programs sell credibility and attract investments. They are information products of such power that they have achieved, in critical reflections on the mediations of the media, the concept of telereality, a power that is also proven financially, and points to a surprising commercial value for the news programs considering that those ratings were more representative in the past 6 . On TV they show many of the most important dimensions of contemporaneity, but there are also promotions of knowledge of the social reality. In fact, television and television news may function as fundamental instruments for amplifying or restricting public interest and the expression of different social actors. The narrative of the TV news is the more or less ambiguous result of the intersection between information and disinformation, truth and trickeries, ritualized settings and spontaneity. The collective experience of social realities both local and global is produced in images through discourses on what is real, not discourses of fiction. Television news is the main agent of that process.
We consider therefore that journalistic discourses are strategic in the mediation between the different powers and the civic society, and may contribute to the conservation or to the transformation of social practices, especially the narratives of the TV news in Brazil, in Latin America, and all over the world. For that reason, we point to the need for reflecting on journalism as a kind of contemporaneous knowledge and carrying out a critical reading of the television news.
We are interested in identifying how the TV news builds identities and the physical and symbolical Latin-American territories; for that reason we have chosen as the subject for study the coverage of two events that Hall (1999) assumes that man in modern society had a well-defined identity in the social and cultural world.
However, he says that structural change is fragmenting, decentralizing and dislocating the cultural identities of class, sexuality, ethnic groups, race and nationality. If before those identities were solidly situated and individuals fitted in socially, today they find much less defined frontiers.
The nation-state, in turn, has lost the major part of its power, but not its influence; it no longer plays the role of producer, but tries to be identified as the regulator of social actions, thus facing the challenge of surpassing the power of the networks and of global interests to sustain autonomy. Besides, on the cultural level, national symbols and myths compete with world symbols and myths; globalization, however, helps local and regional forces, which before were subject to the dynamics of the However, in spite of the initial planning of the meeting which was discussed two years before the meeting took place and which foresaw that the question of the Amazon Region and the effects of deforestation on environmental equilibrium would be the main topics of the discussions at the event, the direction of the debates changed on account of the economic crisis. After the changes in the world financial scenario, the crisis overshadowed the Amazon Region issue, and more importance was given to reflections on alternative proposals to the neoliberal model that led to globalization have the Amazon Jungle fifty years from now" -. which in some way gave importance to the representation of the indians in the world meeting. To present some thoughts on the economic crisis, one of the most debated subjects during the meeting, the only interview selected from the ones with the Latin-American presidents who attended the meeting was the one given by Lula. He reaffirmed the authority given to the politicians and to the representatives of the government. In that sense it is worth mentioning also the interview of a Swiss teacher, who said she was delighted at the possibility of sleeping like the peoples of the Amazon, that is, in hammocks. The statement, no doubt, conferred an exotic touch to the representation of the Amazon Region and Latin America.
The coverage performed by the Jornal Nacional of the World Social Forum presented different social characters. It did not, however, offer to each of the subjects a real possibility of legitimization of different voices because, as we noticed, the statements were too short and received no credits, which characterized a simulation of the broad representation of the social actors and damaged the effective diversity of discourse, to the detriment of quality journalism. In general, the reporters' off only mentioned the themes of the debates and the discussion groups, as well the number of people present and the investments. The images of the tapes referred in most cases to the debates and to the activities offered in the WSF program. The protests that happened during the meeting were touched on in a very brief, superficial fashion fwhich resulted in further deflating the manifestations and in cutting off the different social interests and demands.
In the reports on the World Economic Forum, they only offered interviews with entrepreneurs and government representatives which, in most instances, were of a collective nature. Of the 11 reports presented by Sonia Bridi, only two were exclusive. Among those interviewed was the Minister of Foreign Relations, Celso Amorim, who gave the interview in English.
The Jornal da Record, on the other hand, did not maintain a significant number of international correspondents. Some reports were produced by journalists who were not present at the site of the event, which might seem odd to a more alert viewer, as happened with the tape on the opening of the Economic Forum, whose production was signed by the correspondent in Washington, USA, Heloísa Villela. She was not present in Davos. The absence of special envoys to Davos ended up by damaging the coverage of the meeting; only the most relevant and controversial factors were reported in a very synthesized way, which made them seem only superficial. The Jornal da Record did not even mention the Economic Forum in its January 29 th edition.
However, in the international coverage as a whole, the Jornal da Record stood out for prioritizing the use of tapes, not just notes. In the Jornal Nacional, of the 34 international news items, 14 were presented in the form of notes, that is, 41% of the journalistic contents of the international area were made up of an average 30" audio-visual briefs.
In the Jornal da Record, of the 28 international news items, only 7 were presented as notes, which amounted to 25% ot that area´s production.
The greater number of tapes favored a differentiated treatment of the facts, but did not guarantee a more contextualized coverage of the WEF.
In relation to the World Social Forum held in Belém, we noticed that the Jornal da Record gave it more space when compared to the Davos coverage.
They even sent reporters every day of the event. The coverage was not performed by the same reporter, and the word "diversity" was frequently used in the reporters' accounts, but never was it used in enunciations or in In some way, we were able to follow that process in the coverage of the WSF, even if the action of the media gave more importance its own power of mediation. In Latin America, it is in the images of television that the representation of modernity is daily accessible to the large majority.
Television has become a decisive actor in political changes, a protagonist of the new ways to engage in politics, for both politicians and citizens need the media as a scenario and symbolic territory of recognition of their identities. However, as also stated by Barbero (2001, p.86) , the communicaton media have obligations with whatever news that appears: themes, actors and social and cultural interpretations, which usually create uncertainties for the media and are not always welcomed as much as would be desirable. In those interactions, however, new meanings are generated, perceptions of contemporaneity, and renewals. 2 Open TV invoicing in 2008 was R$ 12.6 billion, 12% over 2007. The private channels of Brazilian television control 98% of the audience in the country. TV Globo, the fourth largest private network in the world, has 80% of the national audience, absorbs from 77% to 80% of all advertising investments destined to television and 60% of the total investments channeled through Brazilian agencies.
